
Welcome to Memphis Tutorial Association
A Letter from the Director
by Susan Ison

What makes MTA the 
right choice for your tu-
toring needs? What dis-
tinguishes MTA from 
other tutoring 
organizations?

If I were looking for a tutor for 
my child I would want:
• the best tutor, academically and 

personally suited for my child 
• convenience both in time and in 

location
• one-on-one tutoring with the 

same tutor each session
• reasonable prices

• no hidden costs, testing fees, 
etc.

• no minimum or maximum 
number of sessions

• someone from a reputable, es-
tablished company who would 
respond quickly

But there is something else I 
would be looking for, and it 
would tip the scales for me. 
Let me tell you a story you 
may have heard before. 

There was a man walking 
on the beach.  He looked 
ahead and saw someone off 
in the distance at the wa-
ter’s edge.   This person ap-
peared to be dancing with 
slow graceful movements.  
As the man drew closer, he 
realized these movements 
were actually those of a 
young woman picking some-
thing off the sand and 
throwing it into the water.

Continued...
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“Our work is 
relationship-
based, and as 
a result, we 
tailor our tuto-
rial services to 
meet the indi-
vidual needs of 
the client or 
school. Cur-
riculum, loca-
tion, and time 
are just a few 
of the areas in 
which we work 
to meet the 
needs of our 
client.”

MEMPHIS TUTORIAL 
ASSOCIATIONM

TA



Soon he was able to see what she was doing.  On the shore he saw hundreds of starfish 
that had been brought in by the tide, and the longer they were out of water, the closer they 
were to death. As quickly as she could move, the young woman would reach down, pick 
up a starfish, and throw it back into the life-saving water.

Astonished at the woman’s actions, the man asked her why she would do this.  She could 
not possibly save them all. There were far too many starfish. Her actions would make lit-
tle difference.  

The woman did not pause for even a moment, but continued her dance-like motion, lean-
ing down gracefully, picking up one more starfish, and throwing it back into its safe ha-
ven.

As this one left her hand, she turned to the man, “It made a difference to this one.”

We tell our tutors, “You may be the one who makes a difference in the life of the per-
son you tutor today.” 

With a distinct personality and individual way of learning, each person is a unique gift 
from God.  Each person can be taught and encouraged to discover the good plans He has 
for them. MTA is not just about academics 
but about the life-long pursuit of learning.

From the time I was a little girl, I loved 
teaching.  I quickly found that it was not the 
normal teaching that I loved.  It was taking 
one child who was willing and teaching that 
one child. My second grade teacher is the 
one who truly inspired me to pursue this 
love of teaching. She even let me tutor my 
classmates.

Even now, I remember how important one 
teacher can be in the life of one student.  My 
second grade teacher is the one whom I 
credit this day for inspiring me to become a 
teacher.

Our tutors view themselves as people who 
can truly make a difference in the life of the 
child they are honored and humbled to 
teach.

We would appreciate the opportunity to 
serve you.
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For more information, please e-mail 
Memphis Tutorial Association at 
memphistutorial@yahoo.com or call 
us at 901-683-3718.

Testimonials:

"Our school has enjoyed a long-term, 
positive relationship with Memphis Tuto-
rial Association.  We have found their 
tutors to be professional educators 
whose first concern is the student" 
-Former president of a local school sys-
tem
 
"I think Memphis Tutorial is fantastic.  
They offer support services for both par-
ents and students, and often present 
material from a fresh perspective.  My 
son particularly benefited from the 'Study 
Skills' program. 
-Parent and grandparent
 
"I wish every eighth grader in the world 
would take MTA's 'How to Study' 
course." 
-High school math teacher
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